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President’s Letter

Dear Friends,

I’ve been blessed to be part of Net of Compassion for more than ten 
years, the last six of which I have had the honor to serve as President 
of the board. In this time, I’ve often been asked how I got involved. The 
answer is simple: as one who has been in recovery for over thirty years,  
I was searching for a group that would help me share the gifts of sobri-
ety with those still struggling. I found that in Net of Compassion.

I knew right away Net was unique. It was a small group, all volun-
teers. There was no corporate structure, titles or fancy offices (actually 
there were no offices at all). What stood out was a clear sense of purpose 
and focus on one thing: the people. Everything was about loving people 
where they were in their struggles, and doing whatever it took to help 
restore dignity, get them back on their feet and able to live productive 

lives. The first time I volunteered I never left. 
I’ve witnessed the involvement of state and local government, families, schools, sports 

teams, recovery programs, businesses, and churches of all denominations. They come 
together at Net of Compassion because they know that by serving with us, they can be a 
tangible part of changing lives, even for just one moment or one day.

In Luke 16:10 the Bible says “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
with much.” In the beginning Net of Compassion was trusted with very little. Now we are 
trusted with very much. Today we provide hot showers, give out clothing, operate a food 
pantry, help get people into recovery, and more. We were the agency asked to provide three 
24/7 shelters during the height of Covid-19 – a far cry from the simple meal shared in our 
earliest days. After ten years, as much as things have changed, we remain committed to that 
one thing: the people.

Thank you for taking this journey with us.

Bill Fredericks 
President, Board of Directors



A Message from the 
Executive Director

My Brothers and Sisters, 

The past eighteen months have tested us in ways we never imagined, but 
we have come through those experiences stronger and with a clear vision 
for the future. When the world shut down in 0arch of 2020, we were 
asked by the city to open three emergency 24-7 shelters for those e[peri-
encing homelessness. This was followed by a lengthened winter shelter 
season that saw +otel *race open 24-7. $fter 210 straight days of operat-
ing Hotel Grace, we have a moment to breathe and assess where we are. 
What we see ahead is optimism and hope. 

Covid-19 forced us to reimagine how to provide essential supports 
like food, shelter and clothing. Grace Closet and Grace Pantry are weekly 
reminders of our resiliency and creativity. When the pandemic required us to stop gathering 
and to stay apart, we began to serve meals to go and to oŲer weekly distribution of clothing 
(*race Closet) and groceries (*race 3antry) from our 0ain 6treet office. These programs 
allowed us to safely continue our work.

In the midst of such uncertain times, the certainty of a generous heart lifted us up and 
made it possible for us to begin to oŲer showers to our shelter guests as well as any person 
experiencing homelessness. We are so very grateful for this gift, and humbled to be entrusted 
with honoring the memory of a beloved son. Joshua’s Showers have been an extraordinary 
blessing for those we serve.

$fter many months, 0eals on 0ain 6treet has returned. We are back each 6aturday with 
fellowship, music, support and a hot meal, but our new programs will continue too. In fact, 
through the continuation of these programs, we now helping a greater number of people, and 
especially families, to access assistance they so dearly need. 

$s the world slowly emerges from the pandemic, 1et of Compassion is forever changed – 
and we believe for the better. We remain steadfast in our mission to bring hope and healing 
to those experiencing homelessness, those who are hungry, and those struggling with 
substance use disorder. We are working with a number of community partners to look to the 
future and to create sustainable and transformational programs and resources. I look forward 
to sharing more about this work and our vision in the months ahead.

With your help, and by the grace of God, the strength and resolve we found within 
ourselves during these trying times will continue to help us to grow and to do greater good. 
Thank you for taking this journey with us. God bless. 

With a grateful heart, 

Pastor Richard Gonzalez 
Executive Director



The first “Meals on Main Street” c. 2010.

It all
started on…

Main
Street

Scan the QR Code to watch!

Pastor Richie Gonzalez describes  
Meals on Main Street and the 
positive impacts on those we serve.



Saturday Meals  
on Main Street
With little more than a few bag lunches, a card table, and a desire to 
help those struggling with poverty, addiction and homelessness, 1et of 
Compassion was born. 6ince 2010, that commitment to “love thy neigh-
bor,” developed into Saturday Meals on Main Street, a program serving 
nearly ƅ00 meals each week to Worcester·s most vulnerable people. (ach 
week prayer, music, recovery supports and outreach eŲorts accompanied 
the meals; clothing and groceries were also available. Week after week, 
people filled nearly a city block, Moyfully sharing a meal and hope. In more 
than nine years, only one Saturday was missed because of extreme weather. 

The Covid-19 pandemic forced a temporary halt, then re-imagining of 
this core program. Once it was deemed safe, we began to serve meals in 
to-go containers, with reminders to wear masks and keep one·s distance. 
That essential sense of connection was restored and has continued to 
regain its strength and breadth. 

$s time has passed and it has become safe to do so, we have returned 
our tents and tables to the sidewalks and those who come for a meal can 
again stay and connect. This important outreach program also provides 
our partners in the city’s department of health opportunities to hold 
Covid-19 vaccination clinics and distribute health information.

St. Mary Health Center donated $300 worth  
of ham, chicken, rice, and other food items that 
helped us provide hot meals.

Strong Partnerships
The adage “it takes a village” applies to many situa-
tions, and certainly the work of Net of Compassion is 
made possible by a village of volunteers, supporters 
and partners. Since our very beginning, partnerships 
with local restaurants, faith communities, business 
partners and civic leaders have made all the differ-
ence. The people we serve have complex needs, and 
no one agency or service provider can meet every 
need alone. We are extremely proud of and grateful 
for the collaborative efforts that make up the safety 
net that is Net of Compassion. Together, we are help-
ing restoring hope and rebuilding lives.

Above: Adult and Teen Challenge volunteers frequently assist on Saturdays.  
Below: Volunteers from Lake Avenue Recovery serve a meal on Main Street.

Pastor Richie Gonzalez, Executive  
Director reflecting on the first  
Meals on Main Street in 2010:

“I was excited. I felt free. I was a 

prisoner of my own needs for so 

long… that day, I was free. I finally 

found myself and found what I was 

created to do. I’ll never forget that 

day. It was amazing.”



In the winter of 2016–2017, we opened a fifty-bed,  
emergency cold weather shelter at St. John’s Church 
located at 44 Temple 6treet. 6ince its inception, the 
shelter welcomed all with compassion and grace 
regardless of sobriety, challenges, or circumstance. 
ConseTuently, the guests named it “+otel *race.µ 

Over the course of a typical winter season, 
+otel *race would shelter appro[imately Ƈ00 
individuals who were experiencing homelessness. 
Clients include individuals struggling with active 
substance use disorder, victims of violence, sex 
trafficking and prostitution, and those living with 
untreated mental illness. 

Initially, Hotel Grace only operated on nights 
when the temperature fell below thirty-two 
degrees. The Covid-19 3andemic forced +otel *race  
to e[pand operations to three sites open twenty-
four hours each day, seven days a week. The 24-7 

operations lasted for nearly three months, ending in 
-une, 2020. 'uring that time, 4ƅ of the 124 individ-
uals who were sheltered were able to leave Hotel 
Grace for transitional housing, recovery programs, 
employment, or permanent housing. 

That demonstrated that the 24-7 model was 
highly eŲective not only in protecting Worcester·s  
homeless from the Coronavirus, but also as an 
impactful means of providing essential services 
to this population. 6ubseTuently, on 1ovember 1, 
2020, we reopened +otel *race to 24-7 operations 
and continued to care for, shelter and feed people 
e[periencing homelessness until 0ay 1Ƈ, 2021.

$s we look ahead to the fall season, the City of 
Worcester has requested that Hotel Grace open a 
month early. We will open +otel *rac 2ct. ƅ, 2021–
0ay 14, 2022³that·s 224 days, 24-hours per day, of 
shelter available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Missionaries of Mercy volunteered 
countless hours to help cook and 
serve hot meals at Hotel Grace. The 
dedicated efforts of volunteers help 
make a differnce in the lives of 385 
individual guests served. Last year 
Hotel Grace provided 8,676 guest-
nights between Nov. 1, 2020 and 
May 15, 2021.

Scan the QR Code to watch!

Pastor Richie Gonzalez describes  
Hotel Grace and its positive impacts  
on those we serve.

Hotel 
Grace

WelcomEAll are



“I stayed at Hotel Grace the 

last few years…it doesn’t feel 

like a shelter. I always felt safe 

staying there. I didn’t have to 

worry about my stuff being 

stolen. Everyone that works 

there is very nice. The food is 

awesome…I would eat better 

there than when I cooked 

myself. I promised Richie when 

I got off the street and got clean,  

then I would come volunteer.  

I’m ten months clean now.”

— Debbie 
Past guest, Volunteer

Covid-19 vaccinations administered at Hotel 
Grace protect the homeless from infection.

The Hopkinton Girls basketball team cooked and served pasta, salad,  
bread, and brownies for dessert. It’s great to see youth get involved!

Powerful moments
Karen Nolin and her family put on a won-
derful event at Hotel Grace in memory of 
her brother, Keith Ward (Keke) who passed 
in early 2020.

“Keke loved everyone there and they all 
loved him just as much! They are all family 
and truly care and look out for one another. 
{…} We had so much fun serving dinner, 
chatting and hanging out. We will definitely 
be going back.”

They assembled a huge basket with games, 
word searches, adult coloring books, pens 
and pencils, puzzles, as well as plenty of 
snacks for game nights. Family members 
served dinner and brownie sundaes with 
hot fudge and all the fixings. Lastly, they 
gifted each staff member with a mug with 
Keke’s picture.

Heather Burke assists members of the 
Church of Christ with serving a meal. 

The family donated a Scrabble®  
game—Keke’s favorite game to play.

Nolin family members serve dinner  
at Hotel Grace in April, 2020.



Scan the QR Code to watch!

Pastor Richie Gonzalez describes  
Grace Pantry and Gace Closet and  
the positive impacts on those we serve.

Grace Pantry provides groceries and fresh foods to 
those in need. )oot traffic is steady during the five 
hours the pantry is open each week. Families and 
individuals visit and leave with bags and boxes of 
groceries to sustain them during the week.

*race 3antry is filled with food donations from 
individuals and those received through partnerships 
and collaborations with local businesses as well as 
other nonprofits. (ach week we acTuire pallets of 
healthy foods from our partners at World Vision for 
distribution, and have been fortunate to participate 
in a number of local programs that have brought in 

fresh, local produce during the summer months. In 
addition, funding from Fallon Community Health 
Foundation has helped us provide Thanksgiving 
meals to families and individuals who are in need.

 Our food distribution program has also been 
significantly impacted by the generosity of The 
5($LT25� $ssociation of Central 0assachusetts, 
which chose 1et of Compassion as its 2020 and 
2021 Charity of Choice. They conducted food drives 
that have brought tremendous quantities of rice, 
beans and dry goods into Grace Pantry.

Before the COVID-19 Pandemic 
shut our communities down, Net of 
Compassion distributed groceries and 
clothing at Meals on Main Street each 
Saturday. When large gatherings were 
restricted, we sought another way to 
continue to provide these important 
services. The solution came in June of 
2020 when Grace Closet and Grace 
Pantry opened at 674 Main Street.  
The response has been significant  
and positive and we will continue  
to operate these programs.

Members of the REALTOR® Association of Central Massachusetts.

Grace 
Pantry

FoodEnd
InsEcurity



1ew and gently worn clothing of all si]es fill *race Closet 
to capacity. Casual clothing, seasonal clothing, outer-
wear, shoes, boots, accessories, and work clothing are 
available for struggling families on the brink of poverty 
as well as individuals experiencing homelessness.

These resources are made possible through generous 
donations from individuals and community groups, as 
well as from donors shopping from the $ma]on Charity 
Wishlist accessible from our website. 6taŲ and volun-
teers carefully examine and sort the donations, and put 
out available clothing by size and season. Grace Closet 
is open three hours each week and smaller quantities of 
clothing are made available during Saturday Meals on 
Main Street.

Grace 
Closet

Grace Pantry and Grace Closet have been 
open Wednesdays and Thursdays respective-
ly since July 1, 2020 for approximately 300 
hours serving near 4,500 people up until 
June 30, 2021. More than thirty volunteers 
helped our staff run these programs. Care  
is taken to prepare clothing and present  
each item to create an experience as one  
may find in a retail store. 

Shoes and accessories are abundant.

Attire for a varitey of needs is available.

InsEcurity FreeClothing



In 1ovember, 2019, our long-time friend and 
supporter, Sophie Kozaczka lost her son Joshua 
to substance use disorder. In her grief, she 
sought to do something tangible to celebrate 
his memory and to remind others who might 
be e[periencing homelessness or suŲering from 
substance use disorder that they are loved. That 
desire led to an extraordinary and generous 
donation, which enabled 1et of Compassion 
to purchase a two-stall, mobile shower trailer. 
Joshua’s Showers for the Homeless opened in 
1ovember of 2020.

Since then, the impact has been astounding.  
This was the only shower facility available to the 
homeless during the height of the Pandemic. 
Guests of Hotel Grace were able to utilize the 
trailer during their stays and additional hours 
provided access to anyone else who needed it.

The showers are mobile, which means that 
we have been to utilize the grounds of St. John’s 
Church on Temple Street for summer month 
operations, and that the showers will relocate 
to +otel *race, operating at $scension Church 
on Vernon Street, when it reopens in October. 
Hot showers, clean towels and a fresh change 
of underwear and clothes are available Monday 
through Friday each week. United Way of 
Central Massachusetts is providing operating 
support.

Joshua’s 
Showers

A drive run by Emily McCann, Director,  
Women’s Initiative of the United Way of  
Central MA brought much needed supplies!

The mobile shower trailer was first 
available to guests at Hotel Grace in 
November, 2020. Between March 1, 

and May 14 we provided 203 showers. 
Summer operations moved to the 

parking lot at St. John’s church  
where, between June 1 and Aug 13, 

we provided 447 showers. 

Proudly supported by:

Scan the QR Code to watch!

Pastor Richie Gonzalez describes  
the Shower Trailer program and its  
positive impacts on those we serve.
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These lists represent gifts made to Net of Compassion between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. While every attempt has been made to ensure  
the accuracy of these lists, errors and omissions can occur. In the event that we have made a mistake, please accept our sincere apology.

)<2021

ƫƞƯƞƧƮƞ ƬƨƮƫƜƞƬ

$151,658 Foundations

$10,978 Faith Communities, Civic Groups 

$10,000 United Way 

$9,098 Corporations

$186,456 Individuals

$ 608,679 Government

Total $976,869  

ƞƱƩƞƧƝƢƭƮƫƞƬ

$587,679 Hotel Grace

$172,109 Outreach Programs

$24,026 Showers

$58,691 Admin

Total $842,505



These lists represent gifts made to Net of Compassion between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. While every attempt has been made to ensure  
the accuracy of these lists, errors and omissions can occur. In the event that we have made a mistake, please accept our sincere apology.

Donor List
Foundations, Corporations  
& Organizations 
AbbVie
Association of Government 

Accountants
Brenshaw Corporation
Coghlin Construction Services 

Fund
Fairlawn Christian Reformed 

Church
Fallon Community Health
George I. Alden Trust
Greater Worcester Community 

Foundation
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Herlihy Family Memorial Fund
Iglesia Comunidad de Fe
Immanuel Lutheran Church
International Ceramic 

Engineering
Liberty Assembly of God
Living Hope Minitries
Massachusetts Association of 

Realtors/Charitable Foundation
MCPHS University
Network For Good
Northbridge Association  

of Churches
NR Lachance Foundation
Pine Farm Landscaping
Richard and Anita Gaudette 

Memorial Fund
RL Adams Tile Contracting, Inc
Sisters of Notre Dame
St. Mary’s Church
The Guru Tax and Financial 

Services Inc.
The Hanover Isurance Group 

Foundation, Inc
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
UniBank
United Way of Central 

Massachusetts
United Way of Massachusetts  

Bay and Merrimack Valley
WCDSA Charitable Foundation
Worcester County Church  

of Christ

Individuals
Francis and Margaret A’Hearn
Jennifer A’hearn in honor of  

Margaret & Frank A’hearn

William and Elizabeth Abernethy
Donna Alarie
Larry & Susan Alston
Barbara Angelina Lucci
Lori Arduini
Sharon Audette
Kristin Bafaro
Laurie Baker
Katie Balster
Vanessa C & Brent Barker
Kathi Barrett
Amanda Bastien
Patricia Bessette
Victoria Bezoenik
Debra Bianchi
Chip Bibaud
Timothy Bibaud
Bonnie Biggs
Mike Biliouris
Lori Blackwell
Norma Blanchard
Edward Booth
Shiloh Bradshaw
Margaret Bramley
Michael Brennan
Mark Brousseau
Heather Brown
Peter and Jan Bryan
Brenda & Paul Buckley
Laurie Budnick
Melissa Butler in honor  

of Ethan Butler

Rere Cappoli
Lea Carnes
David Catallozzi
Jason Chan in honor of  

Pastor Ritchie

Steven Christy
Alice Clark
Tim Cooney
Paul Coveney
Leonard Cowan
Tom Creamer

Thomas Gandek
Kristen Garlett
Mr Richard Gaudette
Janice Gaudette
Cherylann Gengel in honor  

of Mike Martin

Jimmy George
Joseph and Barbara Godek
Robin Goodell
Brian Goslow
Michael Gregory
Guy and Christine Gregson
Patrick Guida
Martha Gunnarson
James & Dora Haffty
John and Susan Haffty
Fred Haffty
Linda Hall
Betsy Halzel
Emily Hannen
Elizabeth Harnois
Kristina Haynes
Donna Heidemann
Mrs Kathleen Hickey
Benjamin Higgins
Brian Hill
Michelle Hillman
Abigail Holmes
Helene Holmes
Lauren Host
Jack Hyzak
Lynn Imbaro

Jaya Cromwell
Mary Cronin
Kerin Crowley
Danielle Cutillo
Maria Cutillo in honor  

of Danielle Cutillo

Anne Day
Sharon Decosta
Jonathan Demaria
Brenda and Arthur Demirjian
Michael Dionne
Susan Dipilato
Thomas Dodge in honor  

of Joanne Woodard

Milla Donahue
Colleen Dowd in memory  

of my buddy JV

Laura Dube
John and Jeanne Esler
Matt Fazekas
Judith Fiene
Bruce Fiene
Yolanda Figuroa
Rhonda Flanagan
Patricia Flannery
Warner Fletcher
Kerrie Flynn
Ann Fredericks
Victoria Fredericks
William Fredericks
Gerry and Joanne Frew
Elizabeth Froberg
Nichole Furcinitti

A generous donation from Sophie Kozaczka and ongoing support from the 
United Way of Central Massachusetts make our shower program possible!



These lists represent gifts made to Net of Compassion between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. While every attempt has been made to ensure  
the accuracy of these lists, errors and omissions can occur. In the event that we have made a mistake, please accept our sincere apology.

Peggy Isaacson
Rudolph and Judy Ivy
Mubaraka Jafferji
Lynn Jarosz
Kevin and Debbie Jones
Patricia Joslyn
Diana Juoditis
Stephen and Anne Marie Kaune
Aliza Kennedy
Michael and Kathleen Keohane
Alison Kimball
Ethan Knorring
Katherine Kobel
John Kowal
Sophie Kozaczka
Anna Kozaczka
Noelia Kvaternik
Pat and Larry LaBombard
James Laflash
Kathleen Laflash
Jill Lagana
Timothy Leahy
Hye Young Lee
Jane Lesslauer
Jacqueline Lewis
David Lindberg
Omayra Lopez
Michelle Lord Samples in memory  

of Michael Lord

Timothy Lucey
Irene Aiyun Luning Sun
Anthony and Dorothy 

MacPherson
Fr. John Madden
Margaret Madsen
Patrick H & Elaine L Mahoney
Maura Mahoney
Evan Marcantonio
Cathy Marleau
John Mattrick
Donald McBeth
Beverly McClure-Davey
Jocelyn McElhiney
James McGrath
William McHugh
Kathleen McKinnon

Kenzie McLellan
Makenzie McLellan
Ryan McMahon in honor  

of Charlie’s Project

Mark Meehan
Jonathan S & Sandra J 

Meindersma
Mallory Melcher
James and Anna Meola
Jacqueline Monteiro
Carrie Mullaney
Vicki Mullins
Alison Murphy in honor  

of Paul Reuter

Nathaniel Needle in honor of  
Jessica Kings Reyes’ Birthday

Suzanne Neiburg
Bryan Nicholson
Bryan Nicholson
Traci Novak
Diane O`Keefe
Kathy Oheigeartaigh
John Ols
Amy Orlandini
Phyllis Oropallo
John and Margery Orr
Sonamy Ortiz
William J & Mary A Parenteau
Susan and Donald Pegg
Lucy Pendell
Joseph and Christine Pepin
Bonnie Presott
Marion Quinn-Jowett
Kim Raya
Michael Revelli
Donna Rhodes
Debra Rivera
Marshal Root
M Rosa
Norman Ross
Kimberly Roy
Carl Rubin
John & Karen Ryle
Tim & Debbie Saeger
Jessica Salcedo
Julie Salmon
Carmen Sandoval

Suzanne Scarlata
Lance Schachterle
Faith Sicotte
Jennifer Simes
Tara Simon
Chris Simonds
Sue Sleigh
Carla Smith
Christopher and Becky Spring
Aaron Stephenson
Carol Stolicny in memory  

of my son, Alex Stolicny

Hilary Sweeney
Jodi Sweeney
Catherine Swift
Royal Swift in honor of Bill’s  

testimony of recovery at F.C.C.H.

Susan Thomas
Kelly Thompson in memory  

of Michelle Gates

Donnamarie Tizzan
Valerie Tomasino
Michael Topalian
Jorge Torres
James Trainor
Marlene Tucker

The 6afety 1et 6ociety recogni]es 
those donors who have committed 
to monthly contributions to 1et of 
Compassion. These gifts provide 
consistent funding for our work³
essential support we can rely on 
to maintain programs and services 
for the most vulnerable among 
us. Their steady and dependable 
generosity helps to bring hope 
throughout the year. We extend 
our sincere gratitude  
to the members:

Timothy Bibaud
Lori Blackwell
Paul Coveney
Nichole Furcinitti
James Laflash
Kathleen Laflash
James McGrath
Kathleen McKinnon
Jonathan S. & Sandra J. 

Meindersma
Suzanne Neiburg
Bryan Nicholson
William J. & Mary A. Parenteau
Debra Rivera
Marshal Root
John & Karen Ryle
Jessica Salcedo
Suzanne Scarlata
Kelly Thompson

Safety Net Society

Rich Upjohn
Joseph and Mary Vajda
Olga Valdman
Carmen D Vazquez
Eduardo Velazquez
Karen Walsh
Philip Walsh
David Whisman
Tom White
Bob and Denise Whiton
Angalique Woodfell
Fay Worthington
Sara Zglobicki in memory  

of David Zglobicki



Individuals
Megan Abbott
Priscilka Acosta
Andy Adamopoulos
Nicole Apostola
Brian Ashmakas
Brian Ashmankas

John Atchue
Mark Aucoin
Brooke Baer
Ali Balster
Raymond Beeso
Kathi Boylan
John Bradley
Sue Bresnahan
Judy Briggs
Laurie Budnick
Mike Cantor
Cyndy Carboo
Molly Chase
Sandra Clements
Jessica Coat

Volunteers Help Make It Happen!

Robert Corbin
Diana Correa
Dr. Andrea Cotter
Patty Courteau
Tom Creamer
Hannah Cross
Keith Cross

Danielle Cutillo
Nancy Day
Jenn Deliberto
Penny Devlin
Carlos Diaz
Gabriela Do 

Nascimento
Timothy Doherty
Sarah Doyle
Charlie Dubois
Lauren Eppinger
Steve Erickson
Alessandra Fabela
Bobbo Fairbro
Bruce Fiene

Walker Fiene
Maria Filiere
Barb Fischer
Kathy Fraser
Bill Fredericks
Bob Gallagher
Lauren Girard
Eric Green
Michael Gregory
Sue Hadley
Sue & John Haffty
Julie Hamm
Corrie Hammond
Rocky Hedrick
Shannon Hedstrom
William Herndon
Anne Kaune
Joanne Keenan
Annie Kester
Manpreet Khurana
John Kowal
Sophie Kozaczka
Jared Kronlund
Jim And Kathy 

Laflash
Chris Lamoureux
Sheila Laurence
Mary Leary
Melody Lefrancois
Megan Lemay
Mari Lemerise
Anne Leveille
Brandon Levy
Michele Lewis
Hong Li
Dawn Light
Richie Mabie
Dody Macpherson
Carlos Maldonado
Randa Mankaryous

$nthropologist 0argaret 0ead once said, “1ever doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the 
only thing that ever has.µ 9olunteers absolutely change the world. $s a 
grassroots organization, volunteers are our lifeblood. Whether it was a 
one-time visit, or they Moin us weekly, each volunteer has had a tremendous 
impact on the work that we do and the people that we serve. We would not 
be 1et of Compassion without their contributions of time and talent. We 
extend a heartfelt thank you to each and every one listed below as well as 
to those who have joined us, but whose names we may not have captured. 

Michael Martin
Vernon Mckillop
Angela Meciak
Sandy Meinsderma
Kaley Merkle
Adriana Mocan
Rosie Molina
Debra Moone
Josh Morrison
Connor Moynihan
J Murphy
Sadie Murray
Boa Newgate
Cathy Noreau
Lisa Noyes
Erin O’brien
Dennis O’connor
Erin Obrien
Kathy Oheigeartaigh
Myria Oliveras
Margarita Oquendo
Elena Ortiz
Chris Palmer
Bill And Mary 

Parenteau
Deb Peris
Sheena Petukhov
Pam Pierce
Laurie Placella
Danielle Porcaro

Kathy Price
Tracy Purvis
Reid Rashana
Rashana Reid
Taylor Rich
Grisel Rivera

We have attempted to include all volunteers over 
the past year in this list. Understandably, our lists 
may not be complete. Please know that we are 
genuinely grateful for the help of each person listed 
here as well as others who gave of their time and 
talent just once, or over and over again. 

Thank you!

A group from Holy Compassion helped serve Lunches to Go  
on Main Street during the Pandemic.

Bill and Mary Parenteau have been volunteering 
with Hotel Grace since its inception. We’re so 
thankful for their continuous support.

Sue Robitaille
Raiane Sabara
Julie Scricco
Mary Senseney
Dan Shaunessy
Mitchell Siefring
Kristin Simone 
Diego Sinecio
Ruby Soldi
Lisa Spokis
Carolynn Steffens
Don And Janet 

Stevens
Robyn Stokowski
Michaelyn St. Pierre
Kristin Strasheim
Jonathan Sweeney
Karen Ann Sylvia
Randa Tawadros
Mary And Ed Thomas
Kate Toomey
Madison Troy
Cynthia Turncliff
Stacey Wei
Tracy Wheeler
Christian Wilson
Sue Wood
Jack Woodsum
Joshua Young
Sanam Zaer

Organizations
Adult and Teen 

Challenge
CENTRO
Christian Jeep 

Association 
Chapter #18

Christian Motorcycle 
Association

Congregation Beth 
Israel

Faith Community 
Church Hopkinton

Holy Family Church
Lake Ave Recovery 

Center
Missionaries of 

Mercy
Realtor Association  

of Central MA
Shuck Food Truck
Worcester County 

Church of Christ



Board of Directors

Bill Fredericks, President John Haffty, Vice President Nelida Machicote, Secretary

Father John Madden, Director Bruce Fiene, Director Nadia Ward, Director

Dennis O’Connor, Director Richie Gonzalez, Ex-Officio Elizabeth Gonzalez, Ex-Officio
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For more than a decade,  

Net of Compassion has restored 

dignity and hope to people struggling 

with homelessness, food insecurity, 

mental illness, and substance use 

disorder right in the heart  

of Worcester.

How to Help

Our community of volunteers,  
donors, and advocates stay  
connected through the web  

and social media. 

Make a Donation

Please consider making a donation 
to support the important programs 

we provide to those in need.

Scan to Volunteer

It’s easy to sign up and there  
are many opportunities! Share  
with your friends, family and  
colleagues to form a team.

dignity
& hopE
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